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The Beginning of Sorrows

A timefor repentance Many people have been
greatly affected by the massive destruction that Hurri-
cane Katrina brought to the Gulf Coast. Many also ques-
tion if thisisthe “ Judgement” of God against sinful New
Orleans? Did God allow this to happen here because the
people living in New Orleans were worse sinners than
everyone else?

Jesus addressed this question in His day.
2"Do you think those Galileans were worse sin-
ners than other people from Galilee?' he asked.
"Isthat why they suffered? 3Not at all! And you
will aso perish unless you turn from your evil
ways and turn to God. 4And what about the
eighteen men who died when the Tower of
Siloam fell on them? Were they the worst sin-
nersin Jerusalem? 5No, and | tell you again that
unless you repent, you will also perish."”

Theissueis not the sin of Bourbon Street but about you
and | repenting and gaining victory over our sin! Either
we master sin or it becomes our master. The key to
overcoming sin'sgripisto live alife of repentance and
faith in Christ. Oh how good it feelsto be freefromsin’s
stronghold in our lives. Jesusis not as concerned about
the stormsin your life as He is about you being free from
sin’s stronghold. The storms of life can only take you
down so far but sin will drown you and never let you up.
Oh Brothers and Sistersit would be better to let atower
fall on usthen to live under the weight and rule of sin.
Again al these events should cause us to look inward to
examine ourselves in readiness for Christ’s return.

A timefor awareness | believe that Hurricane
Katrina, the Tsunami, the increase of earthquakes, Ter-
rorist Bombings, gulf wars, epidemic of AIDS, Killer
Bird Flu from Asig, etc. are all what Jesus referred to in
Matthew 24 asthe “Beginning of Sorrows’.

And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars:
see that ye be not troubled: for all these things
must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 7For
nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and
pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.
8All these are the beginning of sorrows.
Matthew 24:6-8 (KJV)

Notice He used the word “Beginning” This means many
more serious hardships and events are dead ahead. We
arein the doorway of what the Bible calls the “ Great
Tribulation,” (Matt 24:21) a seven year period of destruc-
tion and persecution such as the world has never known
before. The “Beginning of Sorrows’ is awake up cal that
we are in the season of the End Times, it is the time of the
Second Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Matt 24:27)
Jesus came the first timeto die for our sins as the suffering
Messiah. Heis coming a Second time as the Reigning
Messiah to judge the living and the dead. Unrepentant
men (sinners) that have rejected God' s grace of salvation
through Jesus Christ will be judged and sentenced to Eter-
nal Death and torment in a place caled hell. Repentant
(Sinners) men who have accepted God's love and forgive-
nessfor their sinswill be granted Eternal Life, given glori-
fied bodies and live forever with God Himself in heavenly
mansions! (Matt 25:32 Rev 20:15,21:7)

Jeremiah compares this time that we live in asto the birth
pains of awoman in labor. (Jer.30:6 1Thes5:3) The con-
tractions come slow and mild at first and then speed up
becoming more intense and more frequent until the baby is
birthed. These great storms, earthquakes, fires, wars and
diseases are the birth pains that Jesus predicted would
precede his return to earth. These horrific events are going
to come more often and with an even greater intensity as
time progresses. However, we are not to be focused on
these upcoming sorrows but rather be sober, awake and
ready for the soon return of our Lord Jesus.

A timefor service Sowhen Jesusreturnsfor His
people will He find usliving in fear of the future or giving
our livesto help others? You may redly beinahard and
needy place at thistime. If you find yourself depressed
because of all the loss that has come due to the storm, the
best remedy isto find someone that has suffered a greater
loss than you and get busy helping them. Y our serviceto
otherswill elevate you to aplace of victory. Let us put
our hands to the plow and work the fields of harvest in the
Gulf Coast. The ground has been plowed by disaster and
itisnow atime to plant our seeds of love. We certainly
do not have to look far to find people with a greater need
that we have. The multitudes of people are crying out for
someone to love and care. Let us not miss this door of
opportunity. Let us be the one who responds to that cry!




Wel cometo al our first time visitors to the Praise Newsletter. We hope you have enjoyed our Sun-

day services and feel welcometo join us as often as you like. My prayer isthat you would feel God's comfort
and presence during this difficult recovery time following two major hurricanes. Please call usif thereisany
thing we can do for you. We are praying for al of our hurricane victims and love you all so much.

| want to give a special thanks to everyone for doing their part during the Hurricane relief efforts.
Thanks to all those who participated in the Rescue Operations where thousands of people were rescued from
flood waters and evacuated to shelters and homes all over the nation. Thanks to those who have participated in
setting up the shelters, opened their homes, cooked and served food, cleaned, provided healthcare, donated
food and goods, and most importantly, loved on these who have suffered loss. Thank you for helping the vic-
tims recover their belongings and personal items from destroyed homes. Thank you for giving your finances
to help those who havelost all. Thank you for loving those who have felt so discouraged and abandoned.
Thank you for praying for strength and recovery for al. Jesus says when you have done it to one of the least
of these you have done it to Me. (Matthew 25:40) Pastor Sonny

We need volunteers to report to the old Winn Dixie Store on
Airline Hwy. in Gonzales anytime from 9am-7pm Monday thru
Friday for the Month of October only. Volunteers will help un-
pack, shelve and distribute food, clothing, durable goods and
various items to hurricane victims. There are still over 100
families per day coming through this facility looking for help.
The volunteers are very short-handed and need our help.

We have set up a distribution tent on Judge Perez Drive in the Chalmette Area to help families that
are returning to claim personal belongings from their flooded and destroyed
homes. This station is open daily from 8am -5pm. We are giving out food,
ice water, consumer goods and hot meals along with lots of love and prayer.
The conditions there are desperate as the area is unlivable and most homes
unsalvageable. It is safe to travel to and from this location. Take 1-10 east
to I- 610 split and exit I-510 and right on Judge Perez to Super Wal-Mart
Parking Area. There are pastors and national guard on duty so it is very
safe. The people are so open and looking for someone to care.



AN END TIME FAITH BUILDING MINISTRY
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