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"True Discipleship”

he Lord Jesus gave us the Great Commis-

sion of Matthew 28 to “go and make disciples of all
nations.” What did Jesus really mean by us making
disciples? The word disciple means to teach and
train up and make students of. Who or what do we
make people students of? Of our Lord Jesus Him-
self!

There is a Difference Between Training For Min-
istry & Learning Christ Himself

In response to this command many church leaders
have established programs that train up church
people in the latest ministry techniques, new pat-
terns of church growth, visitation procedures, altar
work and various ministry opportunities. All this is
fine but we are missing the very heart of Christ.
There is a difference between training for ministry
and learning Christ Himself. The Great Commis-
sion of Matthew 28 is to disciple or train up others
in the image and the likeness of Christ , to impart to
others His very nature, integrity and character. The
character of Christ can be reflected by the love,
obedience and devotion Jesus showed to His Fa-
ther. The Great Challenge is that we must first be
discipled in Christ’'s school of the Holy Spirit before
He will let us disciple others. He knows you cannot
bring someone to a place where you yourself have
not yet gone. We will never be able to bring others
to that place of Christ-likeness unless we first allow
God to do this life changing work in us .

Loving Christ Is Learning Christ

The beginning place of any Christian discipleship
experience happens when we experience the love
and presence of God. The Love of God will covers
a multitude of your sins. When we let the love of
Jesus come in our lives we will follow Him any-
where. His love is a deep river that gives life and
healing to all! His love will fill your cup and keep it
overflowing with good things. As a disciple of
Christ, this is our life long pursuit and primary focus,
to love God with all your heart mind and soul and
experience His love, peace mercy and grace.

There are many cares and distractions that com-
pete for God’s love in our lives. Two big ones are

the love of the world and the fear of man. We must
overcome these desires and fears as we seek to be
true disciples of Christ or they will destroy the work of
God in our life.

Do not Get Friendly With the World

The modern church thinking is that we think we have
to become like the world (worldliness) in order to win
it to Christ. This is not the case. We are called to
win the world by overcoming it, not befriending it.
This is not a popularity contest. It is not a Ministry
technique. Itis a call to separate ourselves from this
world and follow Christ! James had a strong word of
caution for his church in avoiding worldliness.

“You adulterous people, don't you know that
friendship with the world is hatred toward
God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of

the world becomes an enemy of God.” James
4:4 (NIV)

It is so easy to be a friend of the world living in
America with all the wealth prosperity and easy liv-
ing. You can go fishing , shop at your favorite store,
go out to dinner, enjoy a day at an amusement park,
go see a movie, BBQ with the family, crawfish baoil
and play softball. The list is endless! Life can be
good to us in the good old USA. The danger here is
that we start getting attached to this place and dis-
tracted from our first love. We are to be followers of
Christ and not lovers of pleasure. Remember that
this world is not our home as we are just passing
through. The Apostle John says it this way,

“Stop loving this evil world and all that it offers
you, for when you love the world, you show that
you do not have the love of the Father in you.
16For the world offers only the lust for physical
pleasure, the lust for everything we see, and pride
in our possessions. These are not from the Fa-
ther. They are from this evil world.” 1 John 2:15-16
(NLT)

Only Jesus Satisfies

Remember that when we pursue worldly pleasures
we will never be satisfied and will always want more.
Only Jesus and the Living Waters of His Life satisfy
our thirst.  Only God’s Spirit give life!




When We Start Loving God the World Will
Stop Loving Us

A man said to D. L. Moody, “Now that | am con-
verted, have | got to give up the world?” Mr. Moody
answered, “No, you do not have to give up the
world; if you have a good ringing testimony for the
Son of God, the world will give you up pretty quick;
they will not want you around. Jesus said it like this;

“If ye were of the world, the world would love
his own: but because ye are not of the world,
but I have chosen you out of the world,
therefore the world hateth you.” John 15:19
(KJV) | have given them thy word; and the
world hath hated them, because they are not
of the world, even as | am not of the world.
John 17:14 (KJV)

True Faith is What You Can Walk Away From

Often God will instruct us to do something that
comes in direct conflict with family, friends, business
and even church life. The test is do we obey him at
all costs or do we bow to the pressure of men or
even our own desires. Modern churches tell us faith
is about what we can get for ourselves or what we
can get God to do for us. The Bible tells us true
faith is what opportunities and desires we can walk
away from and believe God to work all things for our
good. Abraham, the father of faith, walked away
from his home and family in Haran in order to be-
came the father of a nation. Moses, heir to one of
the mightiest kingdom on earth, walked away from
his worldly dynasty in order to become God’s deliv-
erer and lawgiver. A true mark of discipleship is

when God asks us to walk away from a situation, a
relationship, dream or goal and we obey. We can
only do this when we are more in love with Him than
we are with the world, our families, and even our
own lives.

A Story of the Worldly Eagle A man standing on
the bank of the Niagara River saw a dead sheep be-
ing swept down by the current. An eagle lighted
upon that sheep. The body sank for a moment under
the weight and then came to the surface again. The
day was bitter cold and the wool wrapped around
the talons began to freeze. Meantime, the sheep
was being swept more and more rapidly toward the
falls. But the eagle had not the slightest fear. Had
you shouted a warning, he would probably have
laughed at you. He would have said, “Do not disturb
yourself. Do you not see these great wings? There
is not the slightest danger.”

By this time, the great falls were but a few feet
away. The time for action had come. The eagle
spread his great burnished brown wings and fanned
the air. But the wings did not lift him. The frozen
wool held his talons fast, and while his great wings
frantically beat the air, he was swept to his death.

Now there was a time when the eagle could
have saved himself. He was not made for such a
terrible death. But he held on to the sheep so long
that, in the end, he could not let go.

The moral of the story is this, if you hold on to
this world to long you will one day not be able to let
go! Secondly is we need to be feeding on living
things, not dead things. The world is a dead thing
to you and the things of God are life!
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AN END TIME FAITH BUILDING MINISTRY
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