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Watch Wait & Anticpate

This is just a note to say welcome to all our new visitors
and church family. | would like to say a special thanks to
all of you for working so hard this year and being a great
example of Christ. Thanks for participating in our Anni-
versary Celebration, Men and Women’s Meetings, Spe-
cial Revival Meetings, Children’s programs, Wednesday
Services and the various work projects. A special thanks
to the musicians, singers, children’s church workers,
cooks, ushers, grounds keepers, administrators and so
many of our volunteers that work behind the scenes to
make this a wonderful church.

For all of you we are offering our new Praise Music CD
free. So if you haven't received it yet, please let us know
and we will get you a copy.

Please also note that we are taking a summer break
from our Wednesday Services so you can slow down
and enjoy your Summer with family, vacations and your
favorite projects.

The Word of the Lord has been coming to us at Praise
Church to be ready for a great outpouring of God’s Spirit
and to be ready for the Soon Return of Jesus!

I was in an underground Church Service in China back in
1987 and the Lord spoke audibly to me. He said “Sonny
tell the church in America to wake up because | Am com-
ing back very soon!” | was excited yet disturbed by this
word. The persecuted believers of China, because of
the hardships and threats of communism, were alert,
watching and ready for Jesus to return. Yet at the same
time we in the western world are relatively comfortable
and not really looking for Jesus to return.
The Bibletellsus in$ ( )* +-./ "Take note:
I will come as unexpectedly as a thief! Blessed are
all who are watching for me, who keep their robes
ready so they will not need to walk naked and
ashamed."
We are to be ready and anticipating our Lord Jesus and
His Return to Earth! We need to re-focus and simplify
our busy lives so that we do not miss this all important
event.
Queen Victoria commented to a preacher after a
service at Canterbury Cathedral “Oh, how | wish that
the Lord would come during my lifetime.” “Why does
your Majesty feel this very earnest desire?” asked
the great preacher. With her queenly countenance lit

up with deep emotion she replied, “Because | should
so love to lay my crown at His feet.”

We need to be focused like Queen Victoria dedicating our
lives, our families, our careers and goals to the glory of
King of Kings. We will one day take all of our crowning
accomplishments and achievements of this old life and
cast them as a crown at the feet of Jesus!

There was a man named Simeon who was waiting in the
temple of Jerusalem for the return of Christ. God had spo-
ken to him that he would see the salvation of Israel before
he died. Luke 2:25-32 (KJV)

So Simeon was waiting, standing guard in the temple at
his position. When Joseph and Mary walked into the tem-
ple with the baby Jesus, Simeon was in a position of wait-
ing and watching to receive his blessing! Everyone else
was in the same temple worshiping and yet they did not
see God. All they saw was a baby coming to be dedi-
cated. Brethren we can be going to church, worshipping
God, giving money and reading our Bibles just as these
people were in Simeon’s day and still miss God. Simeon
saw what no one else saw because he was waiting expec-
tantly! Notice the benefits of Simeon’s waiting in expecta-
tion; He had revelation by the Holy Spirit, he was led by
the Holy Spirit and he was used to prophecy the salvation
of the Gentile nations (he saw the mission of Christ). If he
had not been waiting in obedience at his post he would
have missed it.

Pompeii’'s Sentinel

When Pompeii was destroyed by the eruption of
Mt. Vesuvius there were many persons buried in the
ruins who were afterwards found in very different posi-
tions.

There were some found in deep vaults, as if they
had gone there for security. There were some found in
lofty chambers. But where did they find the Roman
sentinel?

They found him standing at the city gate where he
had been placed by the captain, with his hands still
grasping the weapon. There, while the earth shook
beneath him; there, while the floods of ashes and cin-
ders overwhelmed him, he had stood at his post; and
there, after a thousand years, he was found.

We Christians need to be like the Roman Sentinel in that
no matter what hardships or troubles come our way we will
not be distracted or leave our post of waiting and watching
where God has placed us.




The opposite of waiting and watching is sleep and slum-
ber. This world’s distractions of pleasures and cares will
put you asleep. A “Spirit of Slumber” or sleepiness is on
much of the Body of Christ where she is no longer alert to
the things of God, no longer alive to God, no longer pray-
ing and keeping their thoughts upon God, no longer wor-
shipping God, no longer fellowshipping with His people
and no longer anticipating the return of Christ.

Notice that in the parable of the 10 virgins of Matthew
25:1-13 Jesus taught that both the 5 foolish virgins and
the 5 wise virgins slumbered and slept while waiting for
the bridegroom to claim His bride. It took a “crier” or

preacher to wake both the wise and foolish virgins for the
coming of the bride groom. In the same way today, as
both the wise and foolish are slumbering from the intoxi-
cation of this seducing world, the criers are shouting in
the pulpits, the airwaves, to the ends of the earth to wake
up and ready yourself, the King is coming!, the King is
coming! His return is ever so soon!

Around the dial of a clock in a church in Strasburg,
Germany, are these words:

“One of these hours the Lord is coming.”

Let us not only put these words on our clocks at home but
on our own hearts for as long as we live.

One of the greatest tools used in the New Testament for spreading and teaching the
Gospel, discipling new believers, and sharing God’s love is “home sweet home”. The
home is a place of peace, love, protection and safety. When we share our lives with
others through our home we do Jesus a great service and touch the soul of those we
host. In the book of Acts (2:42-47, 3:31-37, 5:42) we find the believers daily meeting
and sharing from house to house as the church grew mightily. The home groups are

still the best way for each member of the church to share, express and develop his or her God given gift. Sadly many
churches have abused the home group ministry by “hyper-shepherding”, or putting to much control on the groups and
people in them. We at Praise Church hope to reverse this trend so God can have His way.

We will be starting small home groups or “Life Groups” meetings in various areas. These groups are open to go in
any direction the Holy Spirit leads; to be Prayer Groups, Pastoral Care Groups, Bible Study Groups, Holy Spirit Revival
Groups or even New Church Plants. Even as Praise Church has grown to reflect the love and gifts in the body so will
these home groups help connect us as a church family reflecting the many gifts that God has blessed us with. If you
are interested in attending or hosting one these groups please give us a call.
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Phil Rich will be ministering at Praise Church in prophetic
preaching and teaching of God’s word. God is using Phil mightily
in healing, miracles and prophecy to build up churches around

the world.

Reverend Fred Pine who is also a powerful and well known
speaker will be joining Phil during these meetings. Come and be

a part of these special services. Your life will never be the same.



AN END TIME FAITH BUILDING MINISTRY



